COMMON STATEMENT: KICK-OFF SEMICON COALITION 12 MARCH 2025

European countries agree to strengthen position in global
semiconductor industry

Europe stands at a critical juncture in the global technological landscape. It is therefore
imperative that decisive and collective action is taken to strengthen our semiconductor
industry.

The recent Al Action Summit in Paris demonstrated the unique opportunity to align
our efforts and reinforce Europe’s leadership in cutting-edge technologies.

Semiconductors are the backbone of our society and our economies, powering
everything innovative from artificial intelligence, aerospace, defense, mobility,
communications to energy.

Ensuring a resilient and competitive European semiconductor sector is not just an
economic priority but a strategic necessity for prosperity and safety.

To ensure technological sovereignty, resilience and strategic autonomy, the EU must
strongly enhance its cooperation — between governments, industry, research
institutions — and jointly create and coordinate a common strategy to increase
production capacity, invest in cutting-edge research, and develop a skilled workforce.
This coordinated approach needs to ensure that:

a) critical steps in end-to-end value chains for the semiconductor industry are available
and accessible to EU countries;

b) new, reliable and innovative technologies are developed and industrialized in the
EU;

c) Europe’s current key leading positions are strengthened and expanded into new
areas, and;

d) Europe enables faster commercialization of research.

Through coordinated policies, strategic funding, and international partnerships, Europe
can secure a stronger position as a global leader in the semiconductor industry.

To kickstart this cooperation, we will work together in a Coalition of the Willing to
strengthen our competitiveness in the semiconductor industry. We will work towards
securing supply chains, developing innovative technologies across the whole
semiconductor value chain, supporting startups and scale ups, and ensuring close
coordination of our efforts in this key European industry.
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In the coming months, Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Poland,!
Spain, and The Netherlands will work in cooperation with the European Commission
towards a Declaration that will be open for all Member States to support, underlining
our commitment to strengthen Europe’s position in the global semiconductor industry.

Governments and industry need to act now. Only through unity and ambition can we
build a stronger and leading European semiconductor ecosystem.

The Declaration will not create any legal rights or obligations under Union or
international law.

! Poland, being the current President of the Council attended the meeting on March 12t as an observer.
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