21 June 2018

The UN Secretary-General’s 2019 Climate Summit and raising ambition by
2020: A Declaration for Ambition
1. We commit to exploring the possibilities for stepping up our own ambition, in light of the
forthcoming IPCC Special Report on 1.5°C, and in this context emphasize the importance of the
Talanoa Dialogue at COP24.
2. We also underscore the importance of adopting strong implementation guidelines at COP24 in
order to unlock the full potential of the Paris Agreement.
3. We commend the UN Secretary-General for his climate leadership, especially his initiative to
convene a Climate Summit in September 2019. This will be one of the biggest gatherings of world
leaders on the climate challenge since COP21 in Paris in 2015, and is the biggest political
opportunity to raise global ambition by 2020 in order to keep it possible to stay within the
temperature limits of the Paris Agreement.
4. We support the Secretary-General in his objectives for the Climate Summit, including
encouraging countries to:
• elaborate how they will step-up their short-term ambition, and possibilities for enhanced NDCs by
2020;
• set long-term low emission development strategies, including pathways consistent with the Paris
Agreement to reach net zero emissions; and
• mobilize additional support and investment to assist with implementation and the raising of
ambition in line with the goals of the Paris Agreement.
5. We commit to supporting the Secretary-General in his efforts to urgently galvanize political
momentum in the lead-up to September 2019.
6. We call on other countries to join us in expressing their desire to lead from the front.
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